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Introduc.on	  

Voluntary	  sustainability	  standards	  occurred	  in	  response	  to	  a	  range	  of	  
diverse	  but	  converging	  sustainability	  objec@ves	  

•  Based	  on	  third	  party	  cer@fica@on	  and	  labelling	  in	  consumer	  markets	  
•  Adopted	  voluntarily	  by	  producer	  groups	  and	  planta@ons	  
	  

Important	  Requirements	  for	  Par@cipa@on	  

•  Strong	  commitment	  
•  Behavioural	  change	  to	  meet	  criteria	  
•  Investment	  
•  Annual	  audit	  by	  independent	  body	  -‐>	  group	  or	  individual	  cer@fica@on	  
•  Credible	  and	  efficient	  informa@on	  management	  system	  
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Introduc)on	  (con‘t)	  



Case	  of	  Kuapa	  Kokoo	  Ghana:Contribu@ons	  to	  MDG	  
	  

-  Kuapa	  Kokoo	  is	  a	  cocoa-‐growing	  co-‐opera@ve	  set	  up	  in	  1993	  in	  
response	  to	  the	  par@al	  liberalisa@on	  of	  the	  cocoa	  sector	  in	  Ghana	  

-  Kuapa	  Kokoo	  was	  cer@fied	  as	  a	  Fairtrade	  producer	  organisa@on	  in	  
1995.	  

-  Fairtrade	  sales	  has	  been	  used	  for:	  
•  Social	  projects	  including	  the	  provision	  of	  wells	  and	  bore	  holes	  for	  drinking	  water,	  and	  construc@on	  

of	  public	  toilets.They	  have	  also	  ini@ated	  alterna@ve	  income	  genera@ng	  schemes,	  par@cularly	  for	  
the	  empowerment	  of	  women,	  such	  as	  @e-‐dye	  tex@les,	  soap	  making,	  palm	  nut	  produc@on	  and	  
palm	  oil	  extrac@on,	  corn	  milling,	  and	  snail	  farming	  for	  local	  and	  export	  markets	  

•  Employment	  of	  Development	  Officers	  to	  advise	  farmers	  on	  good	  agricultural	  prac@ces,	  set	  up	  
training	  programmes	  in	  management	  and	  leadership	  skills,	  and	  organise	  HIV/AIDS	  workshops	  

•  Funding	  various	  ac@vi@es	  including	  the	  construc@on	  of	  two	  day-‐care	  centres,	  a	  block	  of	  six	  
classrooms	  and	  purchase	  of	  two	  mobile	  cinema	  vans	  for	  a	  farmers'	  educa@on	  programme	  

•  Direct	  payments	  to	  farmers	  in	  the	  form	  of	  an	  end-‐of-‐year	  bonus	  
	  
Source:	  hap://www.fairtrade.org.uk/producers/cacao/kuapa_kokoo_union.aspx	  
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Case:	  MACEFCOOP	  -‐contribu@ons	  to	  MDGs	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
	  
	  
-  increased	  farmer	  incomes	  and	  social	  	  development	  both	  
supported	  by	  the	  FT	  premium;	  

	  
-  	  strengthening	  of	  the	  democra@c	  base	  and	  opera@onal	  capacity	  
of	  the	  cer@fied	  group/market	  access	  for	  smallholders;	  and	  	  

	  
-  environmental	  protec@on	  ensuring	  long	  term	  sustainability	  
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Source:http://www.macefcoop.com/ 



Case	  of	  Small	  holders	  in	  Uganda	  and	  Tanzania	  	  
	  

Compara@ve	  study	  of	  farmers	  involved	  in	  cer@fica@on	  schemes:	  
MDG1,	  and	  3	  
–  Significant	  difference	  in	  incomes/revenues	  for	  par@cipa@ng	  
farmers	  –	  side	  selling	  as	  limit	  

	  
–  Increase	  in	  yields	  
	  
–  Change	  in	  use	  of	  family	  labour	  –	  possible	  nega@ve	  effects	  on	  
gender	  roles/MDG3:	  implica@ons	  of	  access	  and	  control	  of	  
incomes	  
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Source:	  Bolwig	  et	  al.,	  2007:	  	  



Case:	  Fair	  trade	  effects	  on	  MDG1;	  2	  and	  5	  Nicaragua,	  Peru	  and	  
Guatemala	  

	  
–  Par@cipa@ng	  farmers	  out	  produce	  non	  par@cipa@ng	  ones	  
	  
–  Par@cipa@ng	  farmers	  garner	  an	  increase	  in	  prices/incomes	  
	  
–  Membership	  in	  FT	  significantly	  related	  to	  the	  level	  of	  educa@on	  
of	  children	  between	  –	  6-‐13years	  

	  
–  FT	  membership	  associated	  with	  access	  to	  health	  when	  needed	  
and	  access	  to	  clean	  safe	  water	  

	  
–  Rela@onships	  are	  not	  limited	  
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Source:	  Arnould	  et	  al.,	  2009:	  Journal	  of	  public	  policy	  and	  marke@ng	  



Challenges/conclusion	  
•  Effects	  on	  MDGs	  not	  uniform	  amongst	  farmers	  

•  Liale	  evidence	  and	  research	  on	  the	  social	  and	  environmental	  effects	  of	  VSS	  e.g	  
who	  controls	  incomes	  from	  processes	  and	  effects	  on	  gender	  equity	  

•  Resource	  and	  dynamic	  capabili@es	  constraints	  

•  Sustained	  consumer	  demand	  for	  cer@fied	  products	  :	  boom	  and	  bust	  challenge	  

•  Procedural	  requirements	  for	  cer@fica@on	  

•  Leakages	  

•  Land	  fragmenta@on	  
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Thank you 
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